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This is a booklet for young 
travellers to create and have 
fun as you explore the artworks 
on exhibition, learning about 
cultures, myths and histories.



This exhibition is about Diaspora – 

What does Diaspora mean?  Can you say it? Di – as – pora. 

A diaspora is a group of people who leave a country where they 
feel like they belong to go and live in another country. People 
leave their homelands for all sorts of reasons. They might have 
been made to leave because they don’t feel safe, or they might 
be looking for an opportunity, or moving countries to be closer to 
their family.

All of these artists in this exhibition have family or ancestors who 
moved countries, and these artworks are about their families’ 
journeys and histories. Maybe you have been on a journey to get 
here today? You are about to go for a journey through the gallery.

DIASPORA



Before we start our journey, draw a picture of yourself in the circle on this 
map of the gallery. 



Zadie Xa  
A Pilgrimage 2 Family Through the Portal of a Green Ghost  
Machine sewn, handstitched bleached, dyed denim, 
iridescent fabric and oil on canvas. 2019

Zadie was born in Vancouver on unceded Musqueam, Squamish 
and Tsleil Waututh territory 1983. She now lives in London, UK.

Zadie’s work uses textiles here to show a mystical connection 
with her Korean folklore background. Look carefully at the details 
on the garment, do you notice the tails? 

STOP 1



If you had a magical cloak to take on a journey with you, how would you 
decorate it? Draw some pictures on the cloak below.



Abdul-Rahman Abdullah  
Merantau 
Carved and stained wood 2016

Abdul-Rahman Abdullah was born in Port Kembla, Australia in 
1977. He currently lives in Perth, Australia.

This is a sculpture which is a doppelganger* of the artist. He 
researched his mother’s ancestry which goes back to a seaside 
town in Palopo in Indonesia. There is also a rooster in the front of 
the canoe with him. 

*A Doppelganger is a look-alike or copy of a person.

STOP 2



Imagine paddling in a canoe with your favourite animal, what animal would 
you bring? You have drawn the cloak for your journey, in the picture of the 
canoe below, draw the animal who will join you on your journey.



Leyla Stevens  
Safe Passage 
Diptych of colour giclee prints 2013/2021

Leyla Stevens was born in Cooroy, Australia in 1982. She works 
between Bali, Indonesia and Sydney, Australia.

Leyla researched her grandfather’s life as a lighthouse keeper 
and also found interesting facts about other lighthouse keepers 
in Java, one of Indonesia’s largest islands. The local lighthouse 
keepers were often working alone and in land very different 
to Australia. There was wildlife, such as tigers. To protect 
themselves, they wore these masks on the back of their heads to 
scare the tigers off!

STOP 3



Can you decorate this mask to warn off tigers too?



Abdul-Rahman Abdullah   
Buraq 
Carved and stained wood 2020

Abdul-Rahman Abdullah was born in Port Kembla, Australia in 
1977. Currently lives in Perth, Australia.

Animals symbolize different things in many cultures, mythical 
animals like Buraq have appeared in Islamic tradition as the 
creature that transported Prophet Muhammad from Mecca to 
Jerusalem in a single night.

STOP 4



Some people believe the Buraq is part woman, with the tail of a peacock, 
part donkey, maybe part fish! Draw your own mythical creature with the 
body of a horse.



STOP 5
Robert Scott-Mitchell  
Lindy Lee – Birth & Death 
Vinyl 2007

This photograph is of artist Lindy Lee taken at Campbelltown Arts 
Centre in 2007. Lindy Lee was born in Brisbane, Australia in 1954 
and lives in Byron Bay, Australia.

Lindy Lee’s work is part of her investigation into her family’s 
past. Here you see her seated quietly with pictures of her family 
around her, she looks peaceful and at home. What do you think 
she could be thinking? Can you also sit cross legged and think 
about the people around you who are your friends and family?  

Great! – now think about the love and support your friends and 
family have for you. 



Smile! – freeze in your pose and take a photo to take home, or draw a 
picture of your family and friends in the space below.  You’ll also have this 
memory forever.

*Adults are also welcome to sit and pose with your child/children



Zadie Xa 
Child of Magohalmi and the Echoes of Creation 
Single channel HD video. 50min 21secs  2019

Cellular Portal 
Polymer resin, acrylic spay paint, LED lights  2019

Granny 
Denim and mixed fabrics. 2019

Grown ups: The whale looks soft, but please don’t sit on her or 
touch her. She’s a fragile (but powerful) ‘Granny’ whale-art-work.

Listen to the waves and the sounds in the video, do you feel like 
you are underwater in this room?

Watch out for the shells and the whale behind you!

This is a fun activity about listening, take your time, breathe like 
you are underwater! Swim out of the room in slow movements, 
don’t wake up the whale!

Now swim across to our next stop, can you hear more waves? 

STOP 6





Daniela Yohannes  
I Have Left that Dark Cave Forever, My Body has Blended 
with Hers 
Single channel HD video, stereo sound 22mins, 1 sec

Daniela Yohannes was born in 1982, lives and works in 
Guadeloupe in the French Caribbean.

Can you hear the waves? Relax and you can even close your 
eyes. Pretend you are the   tiny bubbles that wash up onto 
the shore. You’ve travelled very far across many oceans and 
made your way back home. 

STOP 7



Draw yourself in the space below, with all of the things you have 
collected on your journey. Maybe you are wearing your cloak, or you are 
surrounded by animals or your family. You have travelled far and wide, so 
you can go crazy with your imagination!

Well done traveller – you have made it to the 
end of your journey!



Campbelltown Arts Centre 
One Art Gallery Rd Campbelltown 

Open daily, 10am – 4pm 
02 4645 4100  

C-A-C.com.au
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