
OK Democracy, We Need to Talk:  
A symposium about power,  
the visual image and media access 

Saturday 27 July | 10am - 4.00pm





Campbelltown Arts Centre acknowledges the
Dharawal people as the traditional custodians  of this land and 

pays respect to all Aboriginal Elders,
past and present and people from all Aboriginal nations.  





OK Democracy, We Need to Talk:  
A symposium about power,  
the visual image and media access 

Reflecting on the current state of democracy in Australia and across the globe, OK 
Democracy, We Need to Talk: A symposium about power, the visual image and media 
access will focus upon the ability to speak and to be heard, questioning how the visual 
image and media tools are utilised as a means to access power. 

The symposium coincides with the closing weekend of the exhibition, OK Democracy, 
We Need to Talk at Campbelltown Arts Centre and is co-programmed by exhibition 
curator, Adam Porter and UNSW Lecturer, Simon Hunt (A.K.A Pauline Pantsdown).

The symposium will commence with a keynote presentation by Simon Hunt, tracing 
the history of Pauline Pantsdown followed by two panel discussions moderated by 
Elizabeth Fortescue and featuring:  Safdar Ahmed, Sabella D’Souza, Deborah Kelly, 
Nick Moir, Patrick Morrow, JD Reforma, Dean Sewell and Cathy Wilcox.

Democracy sausages will be available for a gold-coin donation, with all proceeds going 
to Dharawal Men’s Aboriginal Corporation. There will also be a curator’s exhibition, free 
meme-making workshop activities and select exhibition merchandise will be on sale. 





Exhibition: 
OK Democracy, We Need to Talk

Throughout the day, audiences are welcome to visit our current exhibition, OK 
Democracy, We Need to Talk. Featuring twelve newly commissioned works by ten 
artists, the exhibition explores themes surrounding identity politics, environmental 
politics, political structures, economies of labour, currency and nationalism. The 
exhibition presents an open discussion about democracy and its future – or potentially 
– its demise.

Artists include:
Richard Bell, Louisa Bufardeci, Kuba Dorabialski, Deborah Kelly, Eugenia Lim, Make 
or Break, Eugenia Raskopoulos, Sarah Rodigari, Abdullah M.I. Syed and Lara Thoms.

Artwork: Deborah Kelly, Coal is Over, 2019
Digital prints, diamonds
42.59.4 cm each
Commissioned by Campbelltown Arts Centre
Photo: Document Photography



10.00am - 10.15am

Acknowledgement to Country
Uncle Ivan Wellington

Introductions and housekeeping
Adam Porter, Senior Curator Contemporary Visual Art

10.15am - 11.00am
Keynote
Simon Hunt - A history of Pauline Pantsdown

11.00am - 12.30pm

Panel Discussion
Political Activism: The role of contemporary art, 
imagery and graphics in social media.

Moderator: Elizabeth Fortescue
Panelists: Sabella D’Souza, Simon Hunt, Patrick 
Morrow and JD Reforma

12.30pm - 2.00pm

Lunch Break
Curator’s tour in foyer
Meme-making workshops in foyer 
Democracy Sausage Sizzle in Amphitheatre

2.00pm - 3.30pm

Panel Discussion
Illustration and photography as commentary in news 
media.

Moderator: Elizabeth Fortescue
Panelists: Safdar Ahmed, Deborah Kelly, Nick Moir, 
Dean Sewell and Cathy Willcox

3.30pm
Speaker’s Corner and Meme Presentation
Audience questions and best meme presentation

4:00pm Closing remarks

Program



About the Program

KEYNOTE                                                     

Simon Hunt - A history of Pauline Pantsdown 

From 1997-1998, Simon Hunt’s drag character, Pauline Pantsdown countered the emergence 
of far-right populist politician Pauline Hanson by critiquing her racial politics through satire, 
audio cutup & performance, resulting in one banned song, one Top Ten hit, and a run for the 
Senate in the 1998 federal election. 

15 years later he revived the character as a digital avatar on social media, utilising visual 
memes, cartooning & action-based campaigns to engage others in mass pranks and online/
offline political activism. In recounting this history, this talk will examine strategies of 
engaging in visually-based politics across an ever-changing media landscape.

PANEL DISCUSSION                                   

Political Activism: The role of contemporary art, imagery  
and graphics in social media.

In 2019, social media and commercial media continue to merge under an ever-decreasing 
number of corporations. All are now allowed to speak, but who gets to be heard? When the 
majority of people sharing stories on Facebook have not clicked the link they are sharing, 
what role do images and headlines play in storytelling and access?  How does this work 
differently for activists and artists?

PANEL DISCUSSION                                   

Illustration and photography as commentary in news media.

This panel will explore how news photography, cartoons and graphic design in traditional 
media both illustrate an idea and act as a form of commentary. Where does the responsibility 
of the truth lie in this format? While press freedom is decreasing in many countries, 
simultaneously there is an explosion of digital recording of current events. What is the role 
of the image in this changing landscape?

WORKSHOPS                                               

Create your own meme with artist JD Reforma, the creator and manager behind the Instagram 
account Keeping Up with the KPIs (@kuwtkpis). Get behind the karnival kutout, take a photo 
and upload to Instagram tagging #OKDemocracyWeNeedToTalk @CampbelltownArtsCentre 
and @kuwtkpis to go into the running to win an OK Democracy merch pack. JD Reforma 
will select the top 4 memes created at the Symposium and the winner will be determined 
by Instagram vote. The top four memes will be uploaded to @CampbelltownArtsCentre 
Instagram Story on Monday 29 July and the winner will be announced on Instagram on 
Wednesday 31 July.

* Merch pack subject to available stock.



Map

ENTRY

AMPHITHEATRE

PORTICO

FOYER

CAFE COURTYARD

BBQ

GROUND FLOOR

WORKSHOP 2

WORKSHOP
1

REHEARSAL
STUDIO

GALLERY
OK DEMOCRACY, 
WE NEED TO TALK PERFORMANCE

STUDIO
SYMPOSIUM



Exhibition: OK Democracy, We Need to Talk

BBQ located outside, adjacent to the  
Performance Studio  
 
Symposium to be held here

Workshops to be held here

Gallery

Amphitheatre

Performance Studio

Foyer

ENTRY

AMPHITHEATRE

PORTICO

FOYER

CAFE COURTYARD

BBQ

GROUND FLOOR

WORKSHOP 2

WORKSHOP
1

REHEARSAL
STUDIO

GALLERY
OK DEMOCRACY, 
WE NEED TO TALK PERFORMANCE

STUDIO
SYMPOSIUM



Artist & Presenter Biographies

SIMON HUNT                                                      

Simon Hunt is a composer, performer, 
activist & writer who lectures in Media at the 
UNSW Faculty of Art & Design. He’s best 
known for his character ‘Pauline Pantsdown’ 
- a drag simulacrum of politician Pauline 
Hanson - who enjoyed a top ten hit in the 
1990s made from Hanson voice samples. 

Since 2013 Pantsdown has developed 
an online activist community on social 
media in order to inform and entertain 
LGBTIQ communities, and also to take 
direct action in relation to LGBTIQ issues. 
Notable successful campaigns – some of 
which have attracted international attention 
- include the cancellation of government 
ministers from appearing at an anti-gay 
extremist conference in 2014; a series of 
political actions in relation to the “Australian 
Christian Lobby”, and information campaigns 
during the 2017 postal survey. He is also 
a moderator at “LGBTI Rights Australia”; 
Australia’s largest LGBTIQ information page 
on social media.

ADAM PORTER                                                      

Adam Porter is a curator of contemporary 
visual art based in Western Sydney. Adam 
brings with him extensive experience in 
program delivery and exhibition development 
having previously been the Head of Curatorial 
at Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre.

Adam is an advocate for contemporary art and 
artists, delivering large-scale contemporary 
art exhibitions featuring multidisciplinary 
practice, innovative curatorial models 
and community and cultural engagement 
practice. Porter’s practice has largely focused 
on contemporary art across Australia and 
the Asia-Pacific region, with interest in 
South Asia, Southeast Asia and West Asia – 
reflective of the shared diasporic experience 
and his diverse cultural background. 
Specifically, his curatorial examinations have 
centered on the semiotics and aesthetic 
of ruins, destruction and degradation 
as conveyance for cultural memory and 
renewal.



ELIZABETH FORTESCUE                                                    

Elizabeth Fortescue is a journalist with 
40 years experience in newspapers and 
magazines. Elizabeth is the Arts Editor of the 
Daily Telegraph and Sunday Telegraph. Her 
special interest is in all forms of the visual 
arts. 

She is also the Australian correspondent 
for The Art Newspaper, a London-based 
monthly journal of the international visual 
arts.

CATHY WILCOX                                                    

Cathy Wilcox is a cartoonist and illustrator 
who lives and works in Sydney. She gained 
a BA in Visual Communication at Sydney 
College of the Arts in 1984 then studied 
in Paris, while working as an illustrator for 
various publications from 1985-87.

Returning to Sydney in 1989, she began 
drawing regularly for the Sydney Morning 
Herald and other Fairfax Media publications.  

She is a keen observer of society and 
politics, a champion of press freedom and 
has maintained a strong relationship with 
France, participating in several international 
cartoonist conferences and becoming a 
member of Cartooning For Peace. She has 
won many awards for her work including 
several Australian Cartoonist Association 
“Stanley” Awards, three Walkley Awards for 
Journalism and the Australian Museum of 
Democracy’s award for Political Cartoonist 
of the Year.

 



DEBORAH KELLY                                          

Deborah Kelly is a Sydney-based artist 
whose works have been shown around 
Australia, and in several international and 
domestic Biennales. 

Way before that, she began her artistic 
life as a teenaged, revolutionary, feminist 
cartoonist and hundreds of her seditious 
drawings appeared in ratbag publications 
around Australia. Practicality demanded she 
become a milder-mannered graphic designer 
- a career she enjoyed for nearly thirty years 
of work for unions, feminist, LGBT and 
environmental organisations. 

Her background in communication design 
and agitational propaganda continues to 
influence her work and life.

JD REFORMA                                                 

JD Reforma an interdisciplinary artist; his 
research-based practice encompasses 
sculpture, performance, installation, video, 
photography and writing. The meaning 
explored in his work is embedded in different 
racialised and classed contexts – the lived 
experiences of the Asian Australian diaspora; 
popular culture and the cult of celebrity; 
corporate branding and institutional critique; 
and political dynasticism and cultural 
imperialism.

He is also a humourist, a practice enacted 
online under three distinct yet interrelated 
Instagram personas: @Shirtney and  
@BritneySpeaks, which each unpack the 
cultural influence of pop singer and cultural 
figure Britney Spears; and @KUWTKPIs, or 
Keeping Up With the KPIs, a meme-based 
account in which the ubiquitous Kardashian/
Jenner celebrity dynasty are positioned 
as imaginary figures within an institutional 
critique of the art world.



SABELLA D’SOUZA                                                    

Sabella D’Souza is a Sydney based artist 
who still insists they are from Melbourne. 
Their video work grapples with constructed 
binaries of invisible vs hyper-visible, self-
representation, and modes of care in cyber 
communities. Their current obsession 
with Julia Roberts uses the white body to 
destabilise colonial spectatorship through 
insincerity, celebrity embodiment and 
disidentification. They have shown in 
Australia, UK, and the United States, and are 
currently completing an honours degree in 
Cultural Studies at the University of Sydney. 
Their research focuses on care, Facebook 
groups, and digital diaspora. 

 

PATRICK MORROW                                        

Patrick is a communications specialist who 
has worked across creative and campaign 
roles, and currently works as an Editorial 
Advisor at GetUp! – a national, multi-issue, 
grassroots organisation.

His work in production and digital design 
spans two federal elections and the 2017 
marriage equality plebiscite campaign. In 
2016, he  was interviewed as a “memeologist” 
by Media Watch for a segment on memes as 
political communication which, rightly, never 
went to air.

He is a contributor for The Guardian and 
Junkee, and is the director of The Derryn 
Hinch Justice League – an irregular satirical 
radio play at the Giant Dwarf theatre in 
Redfern.

His interests include how digital composition 
influences behaviour, how community and 
identity are formed in digital spaces, and the 
role of texts (particularly comedy) in politics 
(hilarious).



SAFDAR AHMED                                                 

Safdar Ahmed is a Sydney-based artist, 
musician and academic in the field of Islamic 
studies. He is the author of Reform and 
Modernity in Islam and the Walkley Award-
winning documentary web-comic, Villawood: 
Notes from an immigration detention centre. 

As a founding member of the not-for-profit 
community art organisation, Refugee Art 
Project, he conducts regular art workshops 
with asylum seekers and refugees in 
Western Sydney. He is a member of 
eleven - a collective of Muslim Australian 
contemporary art practitioners. 

Safdar works in the mediums of drawing and 
comics, has been published by Overland, 
Meanjin, The Nib, The Lifted Brow and The 
Guardian. He sings and plays guitar for the 
anti-racist Muslim death metal band Hazeen. 

Safdar has written critically about the state 
of Australian cartooning for SBS Life and 
un Magazine, arguing that mainstream 
Australia’s inability to understand and 
address issues of race has played out in 
recent cartoon controversies.

NICK MOIR                                                   

Nick Moir is the Chief Photographer at the 
Sydney Morning Herald. Starting in 1993, he 
has covered daily news , portraits, politics 
and crime specialising in severe storms, 
bushfires, drought and other environmental 
and atmospheric phenomena.

Nick is the recipient of the World Press 
Photo Award (2003), two Walkley awards 
and placed 2nd in the National Geographic 
Awards.

Nick has covered many major bushfire 
events in NSW, ACT and Vic since 2000 
including, Black Christmas 2001, NSW/ACT 
fires 2002/03, Black Saturday Vic 2009, Blue 
Mts 2013 and Sir Ivans 2017.

Asian Tsunami in 2004 covering Banda Aceh. 
Nick has also been storm chasing in Australia 
and USA since 1999.



DEAN SEWELL                                                   

Dean Sewell has made his name as an 
independent documentary photographer 
concentrating his gaze on the social 
implications of the new globalised 
world economy and the environmental 
consequences exerted by climate change. 
Through his acute colour studies Sewell also 
explores the dichotomy between the urban 
environment and its human habitation. This 
sits in stark contrast alongside his more 
reserved yet apocalyptic representations of 
drought and fire ravaged landscapes. Most 
recently, he was one of 20 photographers 
world wide to be invited into Russia to 
produce a reportage in the steel city of 
Cherepovets for ‘The Russian Moment’ 
which culminated in ‘A week of Photography 
in St. Petersburg’, part of  the G20 Summit 
held there in 2013.

Sewell was back to back winner of the 2009, 
2010 Moran Contemporary Photography 
Prize for a work borne out of a three year 
study of the Murray-Darling Basin in Australia 
and daily life on a Sydney harbour ferry. He 

has been the recipient of three World Press 
Photo Awards in 2000, 2002 and 2005 
for works covering the transition of East 
Timor to an independent state, Australian 
Bushfires, and the 2004 Tsunami aftermath 
in Aceh, respectively. Sewell was awarded 
Australian Press Photographer of the Year in 
1994 and 1998. In 2005 and 2008, Sewell’s 
art practice has seen him awarded artist 
residencies in the remote gold-mining town 
of Hill End, NSW which takes its place in 
Australia’s art history as arguably one of the 
nation’s more significant contributions to 
post-war art.

Sewell’s work is held in both public and 
private collections.

He is a founding member of Oculi (2000), 
Australia’s pre-eminent independent collective 
of Australian documentary photographers.
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OK Democracy, We Need to Talk Artists

PROJECT TEAM                                                   

Project Director & Co-programmer 

Co-programmer

Co-programmer and Senior Curator

Curator Contemporary Visual Art

Production

Media & Marketing Officer

Digital Content Officer

Creative Learning & Engagement Officer

Photographer

Meme-Making Workshops

BBQ

Uncle Ivan Wellington

Elizabeth Fortescue 

Safdar Ahmed, Sabella D’Souza, Deborah 
Kelly, Nick Moir, Patrick Morrow, JD 
Reforma, Dean Sewell and Cathy Wilcox.

Richard Bell, Louisa Bufardeci, Kuba 
Dorabialski, Deborah Kelly, Eugenia Lim, 
Make or Break, Eugenia Raskopoulos, 
Sarah Rodigari, Abdullah M.I. Syed 
and Lara Thoms. 
 

Michael Dagostino

Simon Hunt

Adam Porter

Emily Rolfe

Paul Welch and Nathan Moore

Danielle Farrugia

Ashley Murray 

Timothy George

Nancy Trieu 

JD Reforma

Dharawal Men’s Aboriginal Corporation

Thanks





Campbelltown Arts Centre is a cultural facility of Campbelltown City Council, assisted by the NSW Government 
through Create NSW and by the Australian Government through the Australia Council, its arts funding and advisory 
body. Campbelltown Arts Centre receives support from the Crown Resorts Foundation and the Packer Family 
Foundation. Image credit: Kuba Dorabialski. In the ordinary, peaceful course of events, the majority of the population 
(video still), 2019.

Campbelltown Arts Centre 
One Art Gallery Rd Campbelltown 

Open daily, 10am – 4pm 
02 4645 4100  

C-A-C.com.au


